recently the presence of D. ätlanticuJ in the western Indian Ocean was established (Bruce, 1975) .
The discovery of a new species of Disclas in the western Indian Ocean raises to three the number of species occurring in the Indo-West Pacific region, with two now known to occur in the Atlantic and one only in the Eastern Pacific region. The species so far described all correspond closely to the general pattern of the genus, particularly with reference to the unusual chelae of the first and second pereiopods, and the new species described in this report is also in close conformity. It differs from all the previously described species in the presence of a well developed dorsal spine on the second abdominal segment. In all other species, the abdominal segments are dorsally unarmed.
Discias mvitae sp. nov. Description.
-A small sized shrimp, with a moderately stout subcylindrical body. The rostrum is short and broad, distally pointed in dorsal view and extending anteriorly to the level of the distal end of the proximal segment of the antennular peduncle. The ventral part of the lamina is lacking and the greatest width is situated on the anterior half. The central part is slightly raised and the lateral borders are also slightly elevated with finely crenulate borders.
The carapace is covered all over with shallow areolations. The orbit is clearly defined and the inferior orbital angle is obsolescent. Supra-orbital and hepatic spines are absent but a small slender marginal antennal spine is present. The anterior margin of the carapace below the antennal spine is finely denticulate. The antero-lateral angle is bluntly obtuse and the posterior border of the branchiostegite is broadly rounded. The abdominal tergites and pleura are covered with shallow areolations similarly to the carapace. The second segment is provided with a slender acute spine on the middle of the posterior margin. The dorsal margin of the third segment bears a shallow median groove in the central third to accommodate this spine. The fifth segment is slightly more than twice the length of the sixth segment, which is 1.8 times longer than wide. The posterior lateral angle is broad and acute, the posterior ventral angle is smaller and blunter. The pleura of the first to fifth segments are all broadly rounded. The telson is about 1.4 times the length of the sixth abdominal segment and 2.6 times longer than broad. The lateral borders are very feebly convex, almost straight, and converge slightly posteriorly to a broad rounded posterior margin. The dorsal surface is finely tuberculate, each minute tubercle bearing a short seta. Three The antenna is normally developed with a stout basicerite bearing a small blunt lateral lobe. The ischiocerite bears a slender acute medial process. The carpocerite reaches to the middle of the scaphocerite. The scaphocerite extends well beyond the end of the antennular peduncle, and is about 2.7 times longer than broad, with the greatest width at about half the length. The lateral border is strongly convex and without a disto-Iateral tooth. The medial border is similarly convex and the anterior margin broadly truncate.
